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September 3rd was a beautiful late summer day that started Parkside Year 4! Our students returned to 

school as we kicked of the year with the Aquatera & Recycle Plus Bottle donation program; having 

bottles and cans collected in the parking lot on behalf of our Fundraising Guild. Our school community 

took part in the Annual Terry Fox Run, with many of our returning and new families joining in the 

community event. The Annual Welcome Back Dance was planned for Friday September 13th, it was an 

evening of music, games, crafts, and a whole lot of fun! With the help of our bakers, crafters, volunteers, 

and school community we raised $1,085.00 that went directly to our goal of building a new playground. 

Again, it was no surprise how our school came together to make the event such a success. The 

Fundraising Guild launched our school MunchaLunch program in our 1st month back, with some new 

choices on the menu.  

Our Annual General Meeting was held on September 23, 2019 and the Council Executive continued with 

me as Chairperson, Ashley T. having the position of Secretary for both groups. Our Co-Chair Karen G. 

and Treasurer Suzanne B. resigned their positions after being with the Council for over 3 years. Their 

efforts, support, and involvement from day one has been amazing – thank you both! The Fundraising 

Guild saw a couple new faces added to the team. It was wonderful to see all the motivation and fresh 

ideas from the table.  

From the Guild’s SMP Fundraiser (the tastiest perogies ever!) we were able to add $3,100.00 to the 

Playground goal. As we geared into October plans were set in motion for a Halloween Extravaganza for 

the entire school community. After the bottle program ended at the end of September, the Fundraising 

Guild received a cheque from Aquatera for $2,697.00! What an exceptional start to the year and it could 

not be done without the help of our parent volunteers.  

This was the year we saw our 1st Vacation Raffle as the Fundraising Guild launched a Marlin Travel 1st 

Prize Package to Las Vegas for 2 and a 2nd prize of $300. The draw date was set for December 31st with a 

Facebook live presentation. As the students stayed busy and active the weather got colder and the Guild 

launched a Purdy’s Chocolate fundraiser. The fall season was vibrant and filled with many Parkside 

milestones.  

As the spirit of kindness was discussed throughout the school, we saw the community continue to 

spread kindness with the GP Firefighters Association contributing to Parkside’s snack program. It’s 

heartwarming to see the student’s part of the giving and receiving in our school community.  

December is always a busy month – and this year even busier as a Holiday Gala was planned for early in 

the month. The first of its kind an evening of music, holiday festivities and treats. With the help of 

volunteers and those that attended the Gala was a huge success! We ended the school year with the 

presentation of the live draw for the Las Vegas trip – it was exciting to watch and congratulate the lucky 

winner. The Parkside Montessori School Council, Fundraising Guild, students, school staff and teachers 

did an exceptional job as we took a well-deserved winter break. 



As in previous years’ January and February often bring with them the coldest times of the year. We 

often postpone our meetings due to the weather and this year was no exception. As the students and 

staff bundled up for the return to class, school spirit was high as everyone celebrated a very ‘green’ 

school spirit day! With everyone back to routine Parkside kept active with indoor recesses – we got to 

see a bit of the Just Dance session in the gym. Literacy week was held with a number of cool school 

literacy activities. February activities included our yearly skating field trips with parents volunteering to 

skate and even tie skates. The GP Art Gallery opened up to our Casa student with a tour and activity. 

School Council worked to launch its annual Okanagan Fruit Fundraiser started with the help of our past 

co-chair Karen G. It was great to see how supportive our teams are to continue traditions that work and 

were the efforts of someone else. This really attests to who we are as a group. 

With a focus on training our volunteers and to help others join school council in the future, we worked 

to bring the Alberta School Associations trainer to facilitate School Council and Fundraising Board 

Training. This initiative was offered by the ASCA with a minimal cost to councils (also paid in part by 

grant funding). The workshop was attended by other school council members from our school division. 

It was a wonderful day of learning, sharing ideas and exchanging information. One of the highlights in 

this month was the Frozen 2 Family Movie Night. Families of Parkside Montessori brought their own 

blankets, pillows and wore comfy clothing to enjoy the movie complete with snow-themed concession 

and fun raffle for the night.  

March is always a nice break from the cold weather as we gear up for the end of the session. Planning 

began for Celebration of Learning, where the Council and Guild are present to share our latest 

fundraising efforts and invite new families to the monthly meetings. Our final in-person Council and 

Guild meeting was held on Monday March 2nd. Within 2 weeks to the day the Province announced the 

school closures effective immediately to help stop the spread of Covid-19.  

As things changed rapidly with the pandemic, our students continued their school year with at-home 

learning. It was truly amazing to see how everyone adapted so quickly to such a drastic and sudden 

change. Thank you to all the schoolteachers, staff and administration that worked so hard to provide 

continuous learning for our kids. Due to the pandemic our in-person meetings were postponed, and 

online Zoom meetings were offered.  

From March until the end of the school year, our students worked hard to continue their learning from 

home. Our teachers provided exceptional, engaging activities to keep everyone connected. As we all 

found new ways to work, play and connect – our school community rose to the challenge. It will surely 

be year we won’t soon forget.  

 

 

** I would like to note that I also came to the end of 2 terms consecutively. I have graciously 

resigned my position as Chair as of this year. It has been a privilege to be a part of our school 

council and learn so much in the process. I’m very grateful for this. ~ S.M.S.  


